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Liberals court youth vote
Liberal MLA says million dollar cut is necessary for balanced budget
By Jes Cunningham
V
ancouver-Langara Liberal 
MLA Dr. Moira Stilwell, is 
confident that her party is the 
best contender in the upcom-
ing provincial  election. 
Stilwell, who has been in politics 
since 2009, was appointed Minister of 
Social Development in September 2012. 
Stilwell sat down with The Voice last 
week.
[langara] is expected to have a $1 
million cut to funding. one would 
think that if you’re doing a good job 
in turning out grads, [that this deci-
sion]seems contradictory [to the 
budget.]
The message from our government 
is that the purpose of this budget was 
to balance the budget that we failed. 
That it’s important to demonstrate fis-
cal prudence.
There’s no denying that everyone 
was asked to tighten their belt and bal-
ance the budget . . . you have to take 
more than a one year view. On whole, 
this government has been very good to 
post-secondary education. Billions of 
dollars of capital. 
In the short term, this year is a tough 
year.
there has been a lot of stories 
done on well-educated grads that are 
the best baristas that you can afford, 
how do you see [the liberals]ad-
dressing that problem?
The government developed a labour 
market prediction tool that they 
launched a couple of years ago now 
that’s up on their website . . . that shows 
the kinds of jobs and skills that are go-
ing to be required in the different re-
gions of the provinces and where the 
most jobs will be.
Because we are a resource sector, ap-
plied science and technology, applied 
engineering, and those kinds of jobs, 
whether it’s semi-skilled to PhD, are re-
ally what’s required . . . We are not en-
couraging enough students to get com-
petent in science, math technology in 
high school.
the liberals three year plan is cut-
ting 70 million dollars to skills and 
training programs. how are you 
planning on maintaining a high level 
of education when the cuts are going 
to damage it?
  see liberals page 3
By niaLL shannOn
People in the Marpole com-munity are debating about the best way to revitalize 
the area and at the same time 
tackle housing and homelessness 
issues. The initiative aims to im-
prove buildings and services.
The Marpole Community Plan 
works with government depart-
ments like the Strategic Transpor-
tation Branch and responses from 
residents of Marpole, to improve 
the community with buildings, in-
frastructure and provide relief to 
the busy traffic along the area’s 
five main arterials: Oak, Gran-
ville, Cambie, Marine Drive and 
70th Avenue. 
The development is much need-
ed, according to Claudia Laroye, 
the Executive Director of the Mar-
pole Business Improvement Asso-
ciation. 
“We have to build for our fu-
ture, because in the past few de-
cades, very very little…has oc-
curred. Very little building of any 
kind, very little new residences. It 
was stagnating,” said Laroye.
 “You can only have so much 
stagnation before you get deterio-
ration,” she said. 
Statistics from the Marpole 
Community Plan show that Mar-
pole has increased  in population 
35 per cent since the 1970s. In 2011, 
almost 1,500 residential units have 
been approved for construction.
 Chief among the improvements 
slated for the new Marpole is af-
fordable housing. According to 
the Marpole Community Plan, 47 
per cent of families who rent 
spends more than 30 per cent of 
their income on housing, which is 
higher than the city-wide average 
of 39 per cent.
Marpole’s official borders are 
Angus Drive to the west, 57th Av-
enue to the north, Main Street to 
the east and the Fraser River to 
the south. 
At a packed open house at the 
George Pearson Centre, commu-
nity members discussed the needs 
of the community with city em-
ployees.
“We also need to combat home-
lessness, something that is a prob-
lem across city but also in the 
Marpole area,” said Dan Garrison, 
a city worker talking at the open 
house.
The City of Vancouver will host 
an Open Spaces Workshop on 
March 13 at the Marpole Oakridge 
Community Centre.
Revitalization plan 
tackles housing and 
homlessness 
By KRisTen haRPuLa
Starting April 1st, the old GST and PST system will replace the contro-versial, publicly unpopular HST.
While consumers agree this is good 
news, the transition will cause a lot of 
extra paperwork and restructuring for 
south Vancouver business owners, in-
cluding reprogramming of systems and 
sometimes re-pricing of items.
“I think it`s better for us because our 
prices already include the five per cent 
GST,so now we don’t have to charge an-
other seven per cent for the PST on our 
food,” said LSU Café owner Evon Yoo.
She thinks the conversion will be an 
easy one because when students and in-
structors buy food from the LSU Café, 
“what they see is what they pay.”
Roots Café owners Simran and Hard-
eep Virk expect to stay late reprogram-
ming their cash register on March 31st. 
“We were lucky when they changed to 
HST because we had just bought a new 
register and they programmed it for us,” 
said Hardeep Virk.
There was a small decrease in cus-
tomer volume when the HST first hit, 
but said eventually it went back to nor-
mal, he said.
The couple doesn’t expect a major 
spike in business now that tax is going 
back down.
“Maybe now it’ll be easier for people 
to swallow their purchases,” said Sim-
ran Virk. “Maybe they won’t be so gut-
ted because they won’t have to fork out 
as much.”
Dockers Family Restaurant owner 
Yannis Koulouris remembers customers 
being unhappy when the HST took ef-
fect, but it’s not the first time he’s dealt 
with tax changes. 
“I’ve been 40 years in the business, so 
when the GST showed up in 1991, people 
just went crazy,” he said.
He said he isn’t bothered by the extra 
work of reprogramming and hopes the 
decrease in tax will bring more people 
in.
“I have to program the cash register 
again, but I don’t think it’s really a has-
sle. I’m here anyways,” Koulouris said.
GST redux won’t burn business 
South 
Vancouver 
businesses 
are not 
worried 
about go-
ing back to 
GST/PST 
tax system.
Marpole 
matters
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Vancouver-Langara MLA and Minister of Social Develop-
ment Moira Stilwell, talks about the newest Liberal budget 
plan. Stilwell says having skills and training is crucial for 
the B.C. economy. She is confident the Liberals will make 
history by winning the election. 
	 Reduction in 
student spaces 
at colleges and 
universities
	Cuts to student 
 assistance programs No new investment
       in industry training
Liberal 
Outlook
“In the short term 
this year 
is a tough 
year
moira stilwell
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By MARIE-ANDREE DEL CID
J
ob prospects and patient care 
will suffer as a result of budget 
cuts to health care services says 
the chair of Langara’s nursing 
department. 
Janine Lennox said that budget cuts 
usually affect most people who are en-
tering the nursing profession. 
“When new practitioners do not find 
full-time employment within the prov-
ince, they will go elsewhere, often to 
the U.S. The United States has need of 
up to one million nurses, so employ-
ment there is usually an attractive op-
tion.”
Lennox said the budget will not af-
fect nurse salaries, but will reduce the 
number of positions in public health 
and home-care programs. 
Health care in B.C. makes up almost 
half of direct government spending. 
Spending on health care was project-
ed to increase in the next three years 
by 4.4 per cent annually but the new 
budget holds it to 2.6 per cent. At the 
same time, tens of thousands of people 
continue to move to B.C. each year.
 “The population in the Lower Main-
land continues to grow at a pace that 
makes it difficult for health care to 
keep up with even at current levels of 
funding,” said Lennox. 
“Budget cuts often impact health- 
care delivery by forcing administrators 
to provide care using less skilled 
health-care providers.  For instance, 
registered nurses may be replaced in 
some cases with licensed practical 
nurses or even with unlicensed care 
providers.” 
Licensed practical nurses are regu-
lated but have fewer and less intensive 
educational requirements. 
Lennox said the amount of education 
and responsibility as well as the scope 
of practice for registered nurses means 
that they have the knowledge to think 
critically and to make decisions that 
support the safety of patients.
Carmen Gutierrez, a nursing stu-
dent, agrees the quality of patient care 
will decline.
“I find with these budget cuts in 
health care, that the nursing position 
has become even more loaded with re-
sponsibilities,” she said, noting that 
certain specialized positions have been 
eliminated.  
By WARREN JANÉ
Langara staff and students are mourning the passing of Ken Mac-Millan, a former English instructor 
and humanities division chairman at 
the college.
MacMillan, who was 72, suffered a 
heart attack on Feb. 24 in his home and 
died shortly after arriving at Vancou-
ver General Hospital. 
“Ken was a genuine, warm, compas-
sionate and caring man. He was a tal-
ented instructor,” said current humani-
ties division chair Julia Denholm.
MacMillan taught at Langara for 
over 35 years. 
He taught for most of those years be-
fore stepping into administration roles.
“He was very good in administra-
tion, but always remained a thinker,” 
said English instructor John Webb.
MacMillan enjoyed volunteering at 
UBC’s Crane Library, where he narrat-
ed books for the blind.
“He had a beautiful reading voice,” 
said English instructor Debra Scott.
MacMillan was a man of great integ-
rity said Scott. 
“He was very committed to the de-
partment and the college as a whole.”
MacMillan came up with the idea of 
the Langara English Test (LET) in 1996. 
The LET, a standardized admissions 
test, is a requirement of many classes 
and programs at Langara.
MacMillan retired 10 years ago and 
travelled the world.
He also loved to work in his garden 
and read.
English instructor Joanne Horwood 
said MacMillan was a pleasure to work 
with and loved what he did. 
“He was an extremely energetic and 
enthusiastic member of the depart-
ment and the Langara community,” she 
said. 
MacMillan’s daughter Tess MacMil-
lan, the current English department 
chairwoman, said her father was funny, 
intelligent, moral and passionate. 
“But as for me, his daughter, I always 
knew he loved me deeply,”she said.
Ken is also survived by his wife Sybil 
and son Quentin.
A memorial service will be held on 
March 9 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
Peggy Gunn Woodland Hall at VanDu-
sen Garden in Vancouver.
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Langara’s Math 1190 students showcased interactive displays in the main lobby on March 6. The objective of the project was to show 
students how to teach math to elementary school students. 
Cuts to B.C. health-care spending will mean fewer jobs, says Langara department
Budget cuts to impact nursing grads 
MATH FAIR OFFERS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS A FUN WAY TO LEARN Former 
English 
chair dies
Staff fondly remember 
Langara humanities 
division chairman Ken 
MacMillan
I don’t have the details of the latest bud-
get, but there is no question that the post-
secondary system has been asked to tight-
en its belt . . . and if they’re looking to cut 
skills and training programs the issue are 
more complicated, in that there are some 
programs that are undersubscribed.
How do you see this affecting Langa-
ra, given its high enrolment rate?
I don’t have the numbers memorized 
anymore.
Since 2001 operating costs at Langara 
have increased by $11.3 million, or 34.6 per 
cent over the years.
It just means larger classrooms.
Finance Minister Michael de Jong ac-
knowledged that the Liberals don’t have 
a very good track record, or credibility, 
in keeping a balanced budget. What is 
your reaction? 
It’s true . . . there’s two facts of the mat-
ter. The Liberal government passed the 
balanced budget act . . . requiring us to bal-
ance the budget, which is important as a 
stake in the ground, saying that this is 
what the government values . . . and the 
cabinet ministers have had a hold-back in 
their salaries, so I think that it’s about 
sending a clear signal.
The fact is that our economies are all 
linked worldwide and things happen in the 
world economy that affect B.C. that, in fair-
ness, can happen very rapidly.
How are the Liberals planning on get-
ting the youth vote? 
I think young people have a variety of 
interests and look at governments policies 
from a variety of perspectives . . . I think 
ultimately young people need to make the 
same kinds of decisions...The ballot-box 
question is probably still the same: Who do 
I think will stimulate the economy best?
People tend to vote on promises 
though.
 Sometimes people tend to vote against 
policies that [we] think will be the best 
policies.
You have to rebuild trust, and I think 
that’s why the premier decided that bal-
ancing the budget had to be hardcore, 
hard-lined and absolute.
So essentially the budget is focusing 
on the future generations and depend-
ing on the retiring of the baby boomers.
The focus isn’t on now?
No, it’s not, because we balanced the 
budget. A lot of what we’re talking about is 
in the future.
Why should voters not support the 
NDP in the polls?
You have to look at the individual candi-
dates and experience and say ‘Do I have 
confidence that this group and the experi-
ence and ability to deliver on what they’re 
promising.’
What can you say about each party 
slamming the other party?
There is a role for partisanship . . . to 
make clear to voters what their choices are 
and what the differences are. 
You see it really exaggerated now be-
cause both the NDP and the Liberals 
[along with the other parties] want to de-
fine themselves to voters.
If the NDP government hasn’t devel-
oped their platform yet, why do you 
think that they are getting so much sup-
port in the polls?
Canadians don’t have a high desire for 
dynasties . . . it was historic when we got 
the third term [being in power for 12 years] 
What we are asking for is historic. We 
think that, in the end, people will decide to 
stick with us.
You’re optimistic?
Last week wasn’t our best week, but I 
am confident.
The race will tighten up significantly. It’s 
going to be close.
Continued from page 1
Expect larger classrooms, says Stillwell “
There is 
a role for 
partisan-
ship...to 
make clear 
to voters 
what their 
choices are 
and what 
the differ-
ences 
are.
MoIRA STILLWELL
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From left: Dean Tsatouhas, Kate Dunn, Emily Rowlandson and Hayley Smith are enjoying an early  morning run before classes start.
By JAMES MCLAUGHLIN
C
ombining running with ancient 
tai chi principles is the founda-
tion of the latest New Age health 
regimen: Chirunning.
On March 13, the Langara run club 
will host a workshop by Chirunning in-
structor Angela James in room A218 
from 5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 
“[Chirunning] not only allows you to 
be injury-free, but it allows you to enjoy 
the running,” she said. “You don’t feel 
beaten up and sore after running.”
A core principle of Chirunning is cor-
rect body posture – not throwing the 
shoulders back, but aligning them with 
the hips and ankles. 
Propulsion while running then 
comes from a slight forward lean.  
“Every part needs to be aligned. It’s 
going up and going forward. Often 
when people aren’t in alignment, that’s 
what causes injuries,” said James.
Running became a extremely painful 
for James after she developed Achilles 
tendonitis. 
James, who has run over 20 mara-
thons and completed the Ironman Can-
ada triathlon, said her discovery and 
adoption of the discipline helped pro-
vide relief. She eventually began clock-
ing personal-best marathon times.
A recent study conducted at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina shows ap-
proximately 50 per cent of runners in 
the United States sustain injuries. The 
majority of those injuries occur at the 
knee joint. 
The study, conducted in 2012, indi-
cates Chirunning may be able to reduce 
stress on the knees and ankles.
“These findings suggest Chirunning 
may be a desirable alternative running 
style for a runner with a history of low-
er extremity overuse injuries or some-
one who desires to reduce potentially 
injurious forces on the lower extremi-
ty,” the study said.
Remaining conscious of the body at 
all times is essential to Chirunning. 
James says this underlying principle 
can also translate into other parts of 
life like driving a car, playing a musical 
instrument or even walking to class.
Regardless of the style, Langara run 
club member Dean Tsatouhas praises 
the overall benefits of running.
“I’d be working all day, going to 
school, doing a million different things 
and I’d be so drained and tired, just 
wouldn’t have a lot of energy,” Tsatou-
has, who is organizing James’ visit, 
said. But when he manages to fit in a 
couple of runs a week, it makes a big 
difference. 
“I find that the day’s a lot easier,” 
said Tsatouhas. “You wake up, you 
have more energy.”
By BEN BULMER
If you’re going to try to convince peo-ple to go off and die, you have got to have a scary menacing enemy that 
they fear, that they hate and that 
they’re willing to then die for.”
This is Deepa Kumar’s take on U.S. 
foreign policy after 9/11 and what she 
calls the “racist rhetoric” the U.S. gov-
ernment uses to dehumanize Muslims 
around the world to advance their em-
pire.
The author of Islamphobia and the 
Politics of Empire gave a speech last 
Tuesday at Langara titled “Women, Is-
lam and Empire,” attended by approxi-
mately 30 people, many from outside of 
the college. 
“Some of the greatest untapped re-
serves of oil and natural gas are found 
under the Caspian Sea, but that doesn’t 
make a good story,” said Kumar, an as-
sociate professor at Rutgers Universi-
ty.  “‘We’re going to send your women 
to college’ makes a better story.”
According to Kumar, America at-
tempts to justify its costly wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan under the guise of lib-
eration. She said, throughout history, 
the elite in society have created ene-
mies to unite their people against a 
common evil in order to advance their 
political agendas. 
Kumar said Islamophobia is not only 
a form of racism but also a tactic to por-
tray Muslims as the enemy. 
She argued that the U.S. government 
is reinforcing negative stereotypes 
which not only affects Muslims but also 
those perceived to be Muslim.
Philosophy student Nabila Jaffer 
said an understanding of Islam has 
been instilled into the provincial educa-
tion system. She says she has experi-
enced some discrimination in high 
school,  though.
“They just ask you why you wear 
your head scarf and [ask] ‘Are you bald 
under that?’” said Jaffer, who was born 
and raised in Vancouver.
Business student Amir Yousefi said 
he too experienced discrimination not 
because of his religion, but because he 
is from the Middle East. 
However, since leaving high school, 
both agreed this hasn’t been much of 
an issue.
However, Jaffer and Yousefi said 
when crossing the border, attitudes 
suddently change.
“It’s a complete different world 
there,” said Jaffer. “You’re treated dif-
ferently. When you’re asking for cus-
tomer service at the shopping mall 
that’s when you receive a little bit of 
discrimination.”
Yousefi said his parents both hold 
Canadian passports, but are taken into 
U.S. immigration for fingerprinting 
when crossing the border.
“And when we come back we have to 
go back to the U.S. border to get 
checked out,” said Yousefi. 
Ultimately, Kumar believes this U.S. 
policy of discrimination, war and inter-
vention hasn’t achieved anything, giv-
en the high costs of both money and 
lives.
“People need to be involved in their 
own liberation, so that they can make a 
society in an egalitarian fashion,” she 
said. “Bombs have never done that, and 
never will.”
Club runs on the power of chi
New Chirunning technique may help to heal and prevent injuries
Explaining the politics of empire
Enrolment up 
at Langara 
When the economy is bad, 
people tend go back to 
school, says spokesman 
Author’s lecture at Langara focused on American Islamophobia in the post 9/11 world
By PATRICK COLVIN
The financial crisis may be sending students back to school. Langara has seen an enrolment 
increase of 21 per cent since 2007, mov-
ing from 7,716 students to 9,362.
Langara spokesman Ian Humphreys 
says people tend to head back to post-
secondary school during tough eco-
nomic times.
Langara is currently operating at 
roughly 108 per cent of its funded full-
time equivalent student count, mean-
ing the college is eight per cent above 
the number of students the Ministry of 
Advanced Education has given it fund-
ing for. 
“But we don’t really anticipate that 
number growing,” said Humphreys. 
He noted, while there is room for more 
classes, when factoring in things like 
study space, library capacity and office 
space for faculty, “we are probably 
close to our physical capacity right 
now.”
In the fall of 2007, Langara had 7,716 
enrolled students – excluding students 
registered in continuing education. 
The year also saw the first signs of a 
faltering economy in Canada as a pre-
cursor to the global financial crisis of 
2008.
The Canadian economy reached a 
low in January 2009. By the fall 2010 se-
mester, enrolment had jumped to 9,547 
students.
“We tend to be counter-cyclical in 
post-secondary education: when the 
economy is good and jobs are plentiful, 
salaries are high and enrolment tends 
to drop,” said Humphreys.  This analy-
sis corresponds to provincial numbers. 
According to the ministry, total enrol-
ment between 2008 and 2011 for colleg-
es in B.C. rose by 10.5 per cent.
While overall numbers are higher, 
Langara’s headcount declined by 185 
students between the fall 2010 and 
spring 2013 semesters.  
At the same time, the economy has 
begun a climb towards pre-recession 
levels.
“It’s like a canary in the mineshaft,” 
said Humphreys.  “As soon as we start 
to see numbers decline, you might see 
that the economy is about to pick up.”
TUESDAYS
run days start at 4:30 
p.m. in room C121
WEDNESDAYS
run days start at 9:00 
a.m. in room C121
FRIDAYS
run days start at 11:30am 
in room G109
FOR MORE INFO
www.langararunclub.ca
RUN CLUB
events
BEN BULMER photo
Deepa Kumar lectures on her take on American foreign 
policy and its implications in the Islamic world.
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Women in film celebrated in festival
8th Annual International Women in Film Festival features films, workshops and more
By SERA AKDOGAN
S
trap in for a ride Vancouver film 
lovers, it’s that time again – the 
8th Annual International Women 
in Film Festival is back at the 
Vancity Theatre.
Vancouver filmmaker Karen Lam 
will be leading a horror genre work-
shop on Friday with a special effects 
team. The workshop will include di-
recting, script writing, special effects 
and dealing with the genre as a whole. 
As a feminist, Lam feels strongly 
about gender equality and is happy to 
have her work featured in the festival.
“I don’t see how you can work in this 
industry and not be a feminist,” Lam 
said. “If women are not writing and 
telling our stories, our voices are not 
heard.”
Created in 2006, Women In Film + 
Television Vancouver (WIFTV) is a 
non-profit society to assist women in 
film and further their careers in the in-
dustry. Running from March 7 to March 
10, this popular festival includes three 
days full of professional workshops, Q-
and-A sessions and a whole lot of 
femme films. 
According to Lam, only six per cent 
of feature film directors are women. 
She’s thankful to help break this barri-
er and will be receiving an artistic in-
novation award at the festival 
Thursday. 
“I’m really excited,” Lam 
said. “It was completely unex-
pected and a real privilege.”
About 27 feature-length 
flicks and short movies made 
by women will be shown, in-
cluding a mix of amateur and 
award-winning films. These 
films cover a large range of 
topics like sisterhood, friend-
ship, love, loss and new begin-
nings. 
WIFTV executive director Carolyn 
Combs explained that the importance 
of the festival is to “bring film to audi-
ences that people wouldn’t normally 
get a chance to see and to provide film-
makers with a platform to showcase 
their work and speak with audiences.”
Combs said women continue to be 
marginalized in the film industry and 
the festival is a way to address that.
Workshops presented with BC Film 
+ Media will be there to help produc-
ers, directors, writers and oth-
ers working in the film indus-
try.
With the popularity of the 
Save BC Film movement, this 
festival comes at an opportune 
time to shine some light on the 
local film industry.  
“We have some of the most 
incredible talent in this prov-
ince,” said Lam. “Our indus-
try has been a victim and it’s 
hard to compete with big in-
dustries.”
Films are $10 for WIFTV members 
or $12 for the general public. Full week-
end passes are $80 for members and 
$100 for non-members. 
Grainger kills it in Murder on the Nile
BRIAN CAMPBELL photo
The passengers of a pleasure cruise in Egypt most solve a heinous crime after a jilted love triangle leaves one of the passengers dead.
Metro Theatre’s production of Agatha Christie’s stage adaption of Death on the Nile promises              
an all-ages evening of murderous intrigue on the banks of Egypt’s largest and most famous river
By BRIAN HORSTEAD
An exuberant performance by Bre-ann Grainger brings life to Mur-der on the Nile, the Metro The-
atre’s production of Agatha Christie’s 
famous whodunit.
Grainger plays Jacqueline, whose 
energy and charm easily provide the 
most engaging and memorable mo-
ments of the evening. 
“I absolutely love it, it’s one of my fa-
vourite types of character to play,” said 
Grainger. “It’s something dramatic and 
over the top, really carefree. I can do 
whatever I want.” 
Understudy Tom Kavadias stepped 
in to replace Harry Seddon as protago-
nist Canon Pennefather and delivered a 
strong performance despite stammer-
ing the delivery of several lines 
throughout the play.
“Basically I had four days. I took four 
days off work to learn the role. I just 
stayed at home and ran lines,” Kavadi-
as said.
Murder on the Nile is set 
on board a steamboat cruis-
ing through Egypt, carry-
ing Simon Mostyn and his 
wealthy new bride, Kay, on 
their honeymoon.   
When Kay’s body is dis-
covered with a bullet wound 
to the head all fingers point 
to Simon’s jilted paramour, 
the effervescent Jacqueline 
de Severac.
Although there are shootings in 
both acts, the play is not violent and is 
suitable for all ages, according to Di-
rector Alison Schamberger.
One of the highlights of the evening 
comes when a drunken, speech-slur-
ring Jacqueline produces a pistol and 
confronts her ex-lover, Simon, demand-
ing he take responsibility for the pain 
he has caused her.
“That one scene where I get to 
be drunk and I’m over acting 
and I get to shoot the gun, I’ve 
never had to do something so 
freeing and loose,” said 
Grainger.
The elaborate set looked 
great, even if it adversely affect-
ed the acoustics.
“The way it’s set up, it’s a lit-
tle difficult for the audience to 
hear. I think part of it is because 
the wings go way out wide and a lot of 
the time we’re talking into the wings,” 
said Kavadias.
Murder on the Nile runs through to 
March 16 and ticket prices are $23 for 
adults and $20 for seniors and students.
kAren lAm
horror filmmaker 
and film feminist
UPCOMING PLAyS
THE WINSLOW BOy
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New Kokanee 
movie a rare 
beast indeed
The Movie Out Here’s shot 
in B.C., set in B.C., and for 
B.C. consumption; is it the 
answer to B.C. film woes?
By NIALL SHANNON
Canadian film has a lot in common with mythical beasts. It is uncom-mon, rarely seen, and highly cov-
eted.
Beer company Kokanee is contribut-
ing to Canadian cinema with its own 
The Movie Out Here, featuring the 
company’s famous mythical beast, the 
sasquatch. 
With the B.C. film industry suffering, 
does the Kokanee film offer the possi-
bility of new life for the local film indus-
try?
“Of course the film is a good thing 
for B.C.,” said Matthew Tingey, a film 
industry worker. “Lots of movies are 
made in B.C., but finished off else-
where, like in L.A. or New York, and are 
rarely made about B.C.”
Tingey is involved with the Save BC 
Film movement, an advocacy group 
that seeks to bolster B.C.’s film indus-
try by getting more tax credits for the 
struggling industry.
Film industry worker Chester Dixon 
on the other hand disagreed, saying 
that while it was positive, it will not 
change the industry.
“It’s a long beer commercial, basi-
cally,” said Dixon.
The plot finds Toronto-based lawyer 
Adam returning to his hometown of 
Fernie, B.C. on a business trip, where 
he reunites with his friends, ladies’ 
man Jason and eccentric Theo. Theo’s 
stuck with a failing waxing business 
and must throw together a giant party 
to save the business from evil develop-
ers.
Playing on over 27 screens, The Mov-
ie Out Here drew an estimated $15,300 
over opening weekend.
The film stars Robin Nielsen, Leslie 
Nielsen’s grand-nephew, who was also 
in the Steve Austin and Danny Trejo 
action flick Recoil. Nielsen’s amorous 
buddy is played by Viv Leacock, who 
has played bit parts in the films 2012 
and Hot Tub Time Machine. Theo is 
played by James Wallis, a former writ-
er on Canadian comedian Jon Dore’s 
show.
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Students tough on new BlackBerry 10 
Despite a slew of new features, the BB10 receives mixed responses at Langara
By PATRICK COLVIN
PlayStation 4 is expected to hit con-sumer shelves in time for the 2013 holiday season. But not all gamers 
are excited over the improved social 
media integration that is central to  the 
next-gen console.
“[Gaming] is sort of the last frontier 
of technology that is separate from [so-
cial media], and now it won’t be,” said 
Anne Hughes, a Langara student and 
avid gamer. “For me it doesn’t matter, I 
don’t want to share that stuff.”
Another Langara student and gamer 
Joseph Chan disagres, “Multiplayer 
games are much more enjoyable for 
me,” he said.  
“I like the feeling of co-operation in a 
team mission and the security of hav-
ing another player watch my back.”
Chan further explained, “Although 
graphics and visuals were considered 
extremely important several years ago, 
it is now considered a given quality of 
the product. 
“The expectations of consumers are 
growing and a unique style of game-
play is needed as an incentive for gam-
ers.”
Some of the unique abilities of the 
new PS4 include an ability to watch 
what friends are playing in real time 
with an option to “jump in” and help 
see they are in trouble.  The new con-
troller also has a “share” button that 
makes uploading your gameplay foot-
age onto platforms like Facebook as 
simple as pressing a button.
These developments appeal to gam-
ers like Chan, but Hughes said, “When 
I sit down and game I choose not to go 
and hang out with other people . . . I 
would rather do something for me.”
While these two students enjoy dif-
ferent aspects of gaming, both agreed 
they will not be purchasing the PS4, 
which has a price-tag of $430 for the 
regular version and $530 for the premi-
um version.
Hughes will wait for the second gen-
eration version to come out, like she 
did with the PS3. Chan said, “Honestly 
speaking, I doubt I will buy the PS4, as 
my academic schedule won’t allow me 
the free time to play it.”
By DEANNA CHENG
With the earth warming up and the sun occasionally peeking from behind the clouds, spring 
sneaks its way into our lives. It is the 
perfect time to plant some green leafy 
vegetables, says biology instructor Ma-
rio Moniz de Sa.
Moniz de Sa helps run the Langara 
community garden. He said gardening 
is visually appealing and educational.
“The more food you can grow local-
ly,” he said, “the more nutritious it’s go-
ing to be, the more we’re going to be 
informed about food issues and the less 
greenhouse gases are going to be pro-
duced.”
No herbicides and insecticides are 
allowed in the community garden, 
Moniz de Sa said, so people who garden 
know what goes into their food. 
A planting guide by West Coast 
Seeds said the best vegetables to plant 
outdoors in late February and early 
March are kale, arugula, garlic, peas, 
radishes and fava beans.
Spinach can be seeded in the garden 
but needs to be covered with fabric to 
protect the seedlings from insects.
People who lack outdoor space, can 
start potted plants inside and grow 
herbs like fennel and parsley.
“Some herbs are finicky than others 
and what to grow depends on what one 
want to do with the garden,” said 
Moniz de Sa. “Plants have personali-
ties.” 
Community gardens are ideal for 
college students, said Moniz de Sa, be-
cause the students can ask for help and 
share knowledge.
[Students have] gotten to an age 
where they’re not just starting a gar-
den but they don’t own any land. This is 
an opportunity for them, for very 
cheaply, to get a little plot of land to 
grow stuff for a year.”
They also develop a deeper apprecia-
tion for farmers and the obstacles they 
face when producing food.
By HAILEY MCDONALD 
T
he BlackBerry 10 was recently 
launched, and despite its upgrad-
ed platform, students remain on 
the fence about the new smart-
phone. 
BlackBerry was a mobile favourite 
for many years prior to the rise in pop-
ularity of competing cellphones. From 
2008 onward, the company formerly 
known as RIM steadily declined, even 
having to lay off 2,000 workers in 2011. 
Sarah Langford, who is in the social- 
services worker program at Langara, 
used to own a BlackBerry device. 
“The only thing I liked about [Black-
Berry] was the hard keys,” Langford 
said. 
“I found I could type faster, but I 
won’t go back.” 
Conversely, arts and sciences stu-
dent John Wong said he’s always want-
ed a BlackBerry and does plan to buy 
the new model.
He owns an iPhone 3GS, but thinks 
the multitasking abilities of the Black-
Berry are more in tune with his mobile 
needs.
“On the iPhone, I can’t listen to You-
Tube while playing a game or reading 
something on another tab,” said Wong. 
“I hate that.”
However, Wong has little faith that 
the BlackBerry will ever make a full re-
covery in the North American smart-
phone market because of the familiari-
ty that consumers now have with 
Samsung and Apple.
According to a Nielsen report, young 
adults lead the growth in the smart-
phone market with 74 per cent of 25 to 
34 year-olds owning some device.
Some salespeople think the BB10 
could help the company make a come-
back. 
“The BlackBerry may once again be 
a frontrunner,” said WirelessWave 
salesman Angus Leung.
Leung said BlackBerry has updated 
its newest device, making it faster and 
more efficient. It may even rank above 
other smartphones on the market. 
Rohit Gupta, a salesman at Black-
Berry retailer The Source, said he’s al-
ready sold many BB10s and boasted 
that its internal processor is “amaz-
ing,” explaining that the user can have 
multiple applications open at once 
without the phone lagging. 
“I own a Samsung Galaxy Note and 
between it, the iPhone 5 and the Black-
Berry, the BlackBerry 10 has the fastest 
LTE [Long-Term Evolution],” Gupta 
said.  
The Z10 version of BB10 features a 
touchscreen keyboard that learns its 
user’s typing preferences and there-
fore can predict words, which is meant 
to increase the efficiency and speed 
messages can be created and sent. 
BlackBerry will also be releasing an 
alternate version, the Q10, which has 
the traditional hard keys.  
The BB10’s main competitors are the 
Galaxy SIII and Apple’s iPhone 5. 
Rumours are already swirling online 
that both companies are releasing up-
graded models this year, which may 
once again push BlackBerry behind in 
consumer confidence.  
Without contract, the BB10 retails 
for $649.99, while the iPhone 5 (32GB) is 
priced at $699.99.
BRANDON KOSTINUK photo
A retailer at The Source shows-off the new BlackBerry Z10. The phone was unveiled by Black-
Berry at the end of January and has seen remarkable sales said Source salesman Rohit Gupta.
Greenthumb gurus, time to get gardening
The PlayStation 4 is coming, but student 
response to the Sony console is lukewarm
The planting season is 
upon us with spring just 
around the corner
The next-gen console is 
focused on interactivity, 
but that isn’t enough to 
persuade some buyers
PATRICK COLVIN photo
Student Anne Hughes doesn’t plan to buy the new PS4.
KATJA DE BOCK photo
Student Valerie Tian enjoys a snack 
in Langara’s commmunity garden.
	 In early spring, 
approx. two weeks 
prior to the last 
average frost date, 
it’s safe to plant 
lettuce, beets, car-
rots, radishes, dill, 
cilantro, cabbage, 
broccoli, celery, 
kale and potatoes 
outdoors.
	 As soon as the 
ground can be 
worked, onions, 
peas and spinach 
can be added to a 
garden.
	 After the last aver-
age frost date, it is 
safe to plant beans. 
GARDEN
tips
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urses and cutbacks should not 
be used in the same sentence 
—ever.
With the recent provincial 
budget not including increased 
funding to health care, in effect the 
administrators of the health care 
system will have to cut back to stay 
where they are. 
 Of course, the provincial govern-
ment says it isn’t cutting back, it is 
just not increasing health care 
spending. 
 What that means in reality, 
according to Debra McPherson with 
the B.C. Nurses’ Union, is there will 
be fewer nurses doing more. 
 It means, “more racking and 
stacking of patients in the hallways 
waiting for care,” McPherson said in 
a statement.
Anyone who has ever had a baby, 
or visited an emergency room for 
that matter, knows that nurses are 
the ones who have the most power-
ful impact on patients’ emotional 
and physical 
well-being. 
It is a nurse 
who spent seven 
hours with me as 
I laboured with 
my first son. She 
calmed me down, 
built me up and 
ran to get my 
husband some-
thing to eat when 
he started to feel 
faint. She put my precious baby in 
my arms and taught me how to care 
for him over the coming days. 
When I had a miscarriage years 
later, it was a nurse who held my 
hand and wiped my tears. She gave 
me hope and comfort.
With four sons, I have gone 
through more than my share of 
visits to hospitals and each and 
every time it was a nurse, or several 
of them, who made a typically scary 
time more bearable. 
Of course we need doctors, but to 
make a comparison to colleges, 
doctors are the department heads 
while nurses are the instructors. 
Yes, we need the expertise, but 
without the humanity, the system is 
worthless. 
Every time the government fails 
to give the system the money it 
needs to improve, it takes the 
humanity out of health care. 
People spend too much money and energy trying to keep up with the latest and greatest cell-
phone. 
While the BlackBerry Z10 is now 
on the market and there is online 
talk of a Samsung Galaxy SIV, it is 
time to consider if we really need 
another phone at all.
As a teenager, I only ever owned 
second-hand phones the size of 
bricks.
I used to envy my classmates who 
carried iPhones and my dad who 
owned, and still owns, a series of 
BlackBerries. 
I received my first smart phone 
during my first year of college—last 
September.
It is ridiculous 
that people drop 
their current 
phone for 
whatever is new 
and trendy.
Maybe it’s 
because I never 
had a new phone 
before so I 
learned to value 
what my parents 
gave me. 
After all, 
anything is an 
upgrade from the Sony Ericsson 
T300 I started with — think big, 
bulky, tiny screen and unbreakable. 
It is clear why Research in  Motion 
had to release the BBZ10, it had to 
save its reputation, but other 
companies like Apple and Samsung 
should be set after their releases of 
the iPhone 5 and Galaxy SIII. Future 
phone releases aren’t necessary.
And although the market is pretty 
competitive, the consumer is 
ultimately the one to blame for the 
constant barrage of new, and not 
always better, phones. 
After all, consumers are the ones 
buying into the product.
I also wonder if people realize 
how much money they’re actually 
spending. An iPhone 4 or 5, costs 
approximately $2,340 for the 
three-year contract and $65 per 
month—without taxes and based on 
the carrier, of course.  This doesn’t 
include extra costs such as down-
loading content from the Internet or 
purchasing apps. 
Keeping up with the latest cell 
phone craze is just too expensive. 
L
angara has two garden  plots  de-
voted to growing vegetables that 
students can take advantage of.  
Gardens may seem like an 
inconsequential hobby, but they 
aren’t. 
Firstly, community gardens have 
a positive environmental impact.
With community gardens, people 
can determine how the food is 
grown so gardeners can ensure the 
food is free of pesticides. 
It is standard for pesticides to be 
used on fruits and vegetables found 
in grocery stores. 
Companies want their produce to 
grow as fast and as large as pos-
sible, so chemicals are added. 
Pesticides also allow the food to last 
longer, but taste and nutrition are 
lost.
Also, gardens are far better for 
the environment than buildings. 
Plants reduce a 
city’s carbon 
footprint.
A further 
environmental 
benefit of 
community 
gardens is that 
they can make 
use of large 
quantities of 
organic waste 
as fertilizer, 
therefore 
minimizing a 
city’s overall waste output.
 Secondly, community gardens 
provide an option for those people 
who may not have the space, but 
still have the desire to grow their 
own produce. 
More and more people are living 
in cities now, so there are fewer 
opportunities for traditional yard 
gardens. Community gardens offer 
an excellent option. 
Finally, and most importantly, 
community gardens have positive 
social impacts.
 Many cities around the world 
have non-profit gardens and provide 
food to low-income families. 
More community gardens here 
would help feed families in need.
Community gardens provide a 
sense of community involvement. 
By sharing a common interest, 
people are brought together to do 
something good for themselves, the 
community and the environment.
Some may say that land is very 
expensive in Vancouver, so it is a 
waste to have gardens, but nothing 
is more important than the physical 
and emotional health of citizens. 
More city gardens are needed.
OPINION
JENN THUNCHER
OPINION
KAYLA
ISOMURA
OPINION
JACqUELINE 
LANgEN
LETTER to the editor
I’m writing in response to my inclu-
sion in the February 28 The Voice story 
about the new rental database. While 
there was water damage to our house, 
our landlord never tried to force us 
out. 
The interview was conducted in 
haste over the phone after work and I 
believe my use of the term “renovict-
ed” confused the journalist. Renovict-
ed means evicting tenants to upgrade 
the property and in some cases offer 
the place at a higher rent, but that was 
not our case.  
Even though my landlord offered to 
renew our lease, his neglect of the in-
cessant water damage and short lease 
renewals left the day we got renovicted 
inevitability.  
I left because there was no stability, 
as my landlord could have gotten his 
permits at anytime and kicked us out 
within a month. In conflict with the 
facts in the story, we would have re-
ceived free our last month’s rent by 
law, but that would have left me with-
out a place to live and I didn’t have a 
job at the time.   
  Angela Liu, Vancouver
Community gardens are not just a hobby
No to new 
phones
Nurses are heart of care
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Avalanches: One of nature’s 
most destructive forces
By JACQUELINE LANGEN
Being able to recognize dangerous alpine conditions can make the difference between life and death 
for backcountry adventurers.
Avalanches are complex and often 
unpredictable. Most alpine snow is 
made up of 10 per cent ice and 90 per 
cent air, making it very unstable.
The amount of new snow, wind direc-
tion and slope angle are all factors that 
make an avalanche more likely, said 
U.S. avalanche scientist Karl Birkeland. 
Avalanches can happen at anytime, 
but their likelihood and severity de-
pends on varying combinations of tem-
perature, general snowpack condi-
tions, terrain and vegetation.
“Avalanche conditions are quite vari-
able, this is what makes them so dan-
gerous,” said Langara geography in-
structor Rory Crowley.
In North America there are five lev-
els of danger: low, moderate, consider-
able, high and extreme. 
Even experienced backcountry us-
ers can be caught in an avalanche by 
failing to consider all of the factors 
that cause dangerous conditions. 
An area may be rated as an extreme 
risk zone but still appear deceptively 
safe to even experienced backcountry 
skiers, said Birkeland. “That is be-
cause with those conditions the chanc-
es of human triggered-avalanches are 
probable, people are less likely to see 
obvious signs of instability,” he said. 
The chances of surviving an ava-
lanche are relatively high, at 86 per 
cent, according to the Canadian Ava-
lanche Centre website. However, the 
likelihood of survival varies in relation 
to the size of the avalanche, the vic-
tim’s ability to remain near the surface, 
terrain type, rescue response and luck.
“When someone gets caught in an 
avalanche, you want to keep your eyes 
on him. If he gets buried, everyone 
should immediately convene, take a 
roll call, determine who is missing and 
create a plan of action. An organized 
search is key,” said Canada Snowboard 
employee Martin Faubert. 
Understanding the risks 
and being prepared are the 
first steps to preventing 
disaster
Staying 
safe out 
of bounds
By BRENNA BROOKS
T
hrown down the mountain head-
over-feet, caught in one of the 
most destructive forces on earth 
and buried in snow, Andrew 
Stickney was pulled out alive. He’s 
lucky to be able to share his story – and 
why he would do it all over again.
Stickney, 18, was backcountry skiing 
with three others near Circlet Lake in 
Strathcona Provincial Park earlier this 
year. It was snowing heavily and Stick-
ney was excited about his first ski of 
the year. And then things took a turn 
for the worse. 
He looked ahead to see his friends 
panicking at the sight of a fracture in 
the snow about 75 metres above him. 
Everything seemed to stop. 
The rush of snow pushed the three 
others into the trees, but hit Stickney 
at the waist before piling over his head. 
The force sent him “down the moun-
tain doing cartwheels,” he said in an 
email, until he was motionless and 
drowned in snow. He describes the feel-
ing as being “suffocated yet peaceful.”
His friends dug him out, wrapped 
him with clothes and an emergency 
blanket when they found him. “With-
out them with me, there is no way I 
would be here now,” he said. It was sev-
eral hours before Search and Rescue 
got to them and had Stickney airlifted 
to the hospital. 
The avalanche left him with a sepa-
rated shoulder, bruised ribs and a bro-
ken leg. 
“Knowing that I would be able to see 
my family once again and see the girl 
that I loved made me the happiest guy 
possible,” Stickney said, in spite of his 
injuries. 
“I lived through it and moved on, and 
will be able to walk again soon and do 
the things that I love,” he said. The ex-
perience was unforgettable and life-
changing.
One danger of skiing out of bounds is 
being far from medical services. 
“You’re no longer a quick snowmobile 
ride to a first-aid hut or even a drive 
down the mountain,” Stickney said. “In 
my case, it was 13 hours until I was lay-
ing in a hospital bed and finally feeling 
warmth again.” 
Despite the endeavour, he said 
that he would continue to take 
those risks because skiing is his 
“pride and joy in life.”
“Yes there are gonna be risks 
involved, yes, you might even be 
lucky enough to be in an avalanche 
like me,” Stickney said. “But I sur-
vived that experience and I moved 
on happier than ever and with an 
awesome story to tell the ladies,” 
he said. 
Despite Stickney’s near brush 
with death the thrill of backcoun-
try skiing is too great to resist. He 
can’t wait to be able to get back on 
his skis, he said, and “stand right 
where that avalanche threw me off 
the cliff . . . and have as much fun 
out there as possible.”
JACQUELINE LANGEN photo
Experienced skier Glenn Langen acknowledges a sign that restricts access to dangerous terrain at Whistler on Sunday.
By MARIE-ANDREE DEL CID
On average 14 Canadians die in ava-lanches every year. Using survival gear and understanding ava-
lanche terrain is key to staying alive 
when heading into the backcountry 
this winter. 
Being prepared is the first step to en-
suring personal safety.
“It is important to take a safety 
course and the one we recommend is 
the Avalanche Skills Training Level 1,” 
said the Canadian Avalanche Centre’s 
Grant Helgeson.
The centre is a non-profit organiza-
tion that provides public avalanche in-
formation. It also sets the criteria for 
avalanche skills training courses.
“That’s where you start, which helps 
a person grasp the basics and the ter-
minology which we use in our bulletin 
about safety measures,” said Helgeson.
 “When you go into the backcountry 
you need to have the gear and under-
stand how to use them which is why we 
provide AST courses.”
If a person gets caught in an ava-
lanche, “fight and try to get to the sur-
face,” he said. “If you can remain on 
your skis or snowboard you want to try 
and steep down off to the side picking 
up that 45-degree tangent and try to 
get off the [dangerous path].” If you 
lose control and are moving down the 
slope, the best thing is to remove your 
skis or board because they will drag 
you down and underneath the snow, 
Helgeson said.
Sales associates at Mountain Equip-
ment Co-op recommend taking safety 
tools like a beacon, avalanche probe 
and shovel as a precaution. 
Beacons are small detectors that 
help locate buried victims. An ava-
lanche probe is a long, retractable pole 
used to penetrate compacted avalanche 
debris. 
The science behind the risks: knowledge is power
One of the most dangerous aspects of avalanches is that they can happen at any time
1	 Since 1970, 455 
people have died 
from 295 separate 
avalanches in 
Canada2	 Most avalanche 
accidents happen 
between noon and 
2:00 p.m.3	 From 1987 to 2007 
the average num-
ber of avalanche 
fatalities was 11. 
The average has 
increased to 14 
from 1998 to 2007.
Quick
        Facts
“Yes there are gonna 
be risks 
involved, 
yes you 
might even 
be lucky 
enough to 
be in an 
avalanche 
like me”
Andrew Stickney
Failing to heed the dan-
gers of the backcountry 
almost cost one man his 
life
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By PUNEET DHAMI
The Vancouver Whitecaps kicked off the 2013 MLS season with a 1-0 victory over Toronto FC.
The club, sporting new players and 
a new kit, had the sell-out crowd of 
21,000 standing and cheering.
Prior to the game, Vancouver South-
siders president Brett Graham vowed 
his group would be out to celebrate the 
start of the new season. 
Since 1999, the Southsiders have 
taken pride in being the ’Caps most 
hardcore fans and  currently have over 
1,200 members. 
Graham said he believes the new 
players are going to be key to the 
Whitecaps winning the MLS 2013 sea-
son.
“They will do better than last year 
because they’ve picked up speedy new 
players,” said Graham. 
Whitecaps play-by-play announcer 
Peter Schaad has high hopes for the 
season. 
He believes the players are  faster 
and more team-oriented, making the 
club a bigger threat. 
“The manager is really happy with 
who they’ve brought in, and it’s a year 
with a very good team,” said Schaad. 
Some of the new players include Ni-
gel Reo-Coker, a defensive midfielder 
from England; Corey 
Hertzog, a forward 
from the United 
States; and net-
minder Simon 
Thomas, from Vic-
toria.
“They got rid of 
Barry Robson, 
more speed and 
the young players 
will benefit the 
team,” said Langa-
ra student Bren-
dan Goncalves. 
Last season the Whitecaps became 
the first Canadian club in history to 
make the MLS playoffs, losing in the 
first round to the L.A. Galaxy.
By KElcI NIcoDEMUs
T
he Langara Falcons went for gold 
in the PacWest provincial cham-
pionship and came out on top.
The men’s basketball team 
won the PacWest B.C. championship 
last weekend, allowing the Falcons to 
move on to the national championship, 
March 14 to 16. 
This is the 17th provincial champion-
ship win for Langara, and the first 
since 1999.
Coach Paul Eberhardt said he had 
high hopes for his team before the play-
offs, and expected to win.
Because of their first-place regular 
season finish, the Falcons were able to 
automatically advance past the quar-
ter-finals of the playoffs. 
“That’s a nice advantage,” Eberhardt 
said.
The team played the semi-finals 
against the Douglas College Royals and 
won 103-71.
In the gold medal game, Eberhardt 
was proven right with the Falcons win-
ning 78-74 against the Vancouver Is-
land University Mariners, their tough-
est rivals.
“They’ve won it the last few years 
and we were able to beat them in three 
close games,” said Eberhardt.
The game against VIU was, once 
again, a very close game.
VIU in the led for a good chunk of the 
game, and finished the first half up 41- 
37.
When the game resumed, Langara 
caught up to VIU and ended up being 
tied 59-59 by the end of the third quar-
ter.
The Falcons were able to ensure 
their win with seconds left on the clock 
when guard Elliott Mason, number 14, 
scored a three-pointer, extending the 
Falcons’ lead to six points.
Eberhardt said that the reason the 
boys are having such success this sea-
son is because there is no set superstar 
on the team.
“I think the guys showed a lot of faith 
in each other and a lot of faith in the 
system that we run,” said Eberhardt.
The team’s only loss this season was 
to the Columbia Bible College Bearcats, 
who didn’t make the playoffs.
Falcons provincial champs
’Caps 
kick off 
with win
Langara men set PacWest win record
Langara Falcons beat their rivals, the Vancouver Island University 
Mariners, in a close game to take home the gold medal
Vancouver Whitecaps have 
unveiled a new look, add-
ing new players and new 
jerseys to start the season
Falcons basketball team 
finish year with most wins 
ever in a single season 
By GARIN FAHlMAN
The Langara Falcons basketball team has won the PacWest provin-cial playoffs after their 2012-13 sea-
son came to a close with a historic 20-1 
record, the best ever seen in the Pac-
West league.
The Falcons won an unprecedented 
amount of games this year under the 
direction of new coach Paul Eberhardt, 
who was awarded PacWest Coach of 
the Year. 
Players Brody Greig and Jesse Jef-
fers were chosen to represent Langara 
on the All-Star team, with Greig also 
being awarded PacWest Men’s Player 
of the Year.
Coach Eberhardt came to Langara in 
2012 after 10 years of experience coach-
ing teams like the Capilano University 
Blues, whom he led to the provincial 
championship in 2003.
Eberhardt introduced a tough prac-
tice regimen that got the Falcons in 
shape to win on the court. “We started 
the year with a really tough training 
camp where we just worked their asses 
off and made them realize how hard we 
have to work, and it was a good start, 
because we killed them. For two weeks 
we just killed them,” Eberhardt said.
The training camp paid off, as the 
Falcons went into the Christmas break 
undefeated. “We beat teams early and 
did really well against them, and that 
gave us a lot of confidence,” said Eber-
hardt.
 “Right from the beginning we start-
ed really strong and were able to mop 
up most of the competition and sort of 
build from there.”
Greig said he was impressed with 
Eberhardt’s experience and knowledge 
of the sport. “I’d heard a lot about him, 
but when he came in I just saw how 
much he knew about basketball and 
the way to coach, and the system he put 
in worked well for our players.”
Beating the Vancouver Island Uni-
versity Mariners, the Falcon’s toughest 
competition, was Greig’s warmest 
memory of the season.
During the playoffs, Greig and the 
Falcons faced off against VIU once 
again, beating them for the champion-
ship.
Coach Eberhardt said he wouldn’t 
change his strategy going into the play-
offs, and gave his long beard a stroke. “I 
haven’t touched this beard since the 
season started,” he said grinning. “I 
can’t touch it till we win.”
When asked if the award for Coach 
of the Year was expected, Eberhardt 
didn’t hesitate. “Sure,” he said. Then he 
laughed. “That doesn’t sound right. But 
I mean we went twenty wins and one 
loss, that’s the best record ever in the 
league.”
THORSTEN GOHL photo
The Langara men’s basketball team celebrate their PacWest tournament victory on Saturday, Mar. 02. The team had set a PacWest 
record for wins in a season with 20, and only had a single loss. The Falcons will play next in Montreal for the national championship.
THORSTEN GOHL photo
Falcons guard Brody Greig, PacWest Player of the Year.
1	 Record setting 20-1 
season
2	 PacWest champion-
ship
3	 Player of the Year 
for Brody Greig
4	 Coach of the year 
for Paul Eberhardt
5	 3 PacWest League 
All-Stars
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